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Parents Question Safety of

Bluefish River Bridge Tradition
U>KKJXVCl-AKK

111 bctn a tradition fur as

long as most Duibury residents

can remember, hut lately, jump

ing off (he Blucfuh River

Bridge has turned from tame to
treacherous.

Given the recent car acci*

dents involving two children

jumping off the bridge. Imvn

official* and residents arc ...king

a closer look at public safety.

The first accident occurred on

June}] wltcna U-ycirolJboy
was sinick hy a car on

Washington Street. Even though

the Iccn was nut seriously

injured, the accident occurred

when lie tried tu dart across live

street a.t the car was approach

ing.

Titu nest child involved in an

accident hy Ihc bridge ku not

fmm Dutbury, but Plymouth.

Chief Mark DcUica of Ihc

Dmhury I'nlicc Ocpartnicnt

said the hoy d-irtcd xrnu the

street to sec one of his friends

swim under the bridge and ran

into Ihc side of a passing wr.

"1 know it's been a favorite

jprtl in Dushury for yean so it's

a difficult thing." OcUic] said.

He said that the increased popu

lation, combined with many

vehicles using Washington

Street to access the beach, has

made UiU popular spot very

dangerous.

I-'or Duard of Selectmen

Chairwoman Deny Sullivan,

lite question of whether to keen

a tradition alive or to ban jump

ing to ensure public safety is a

tough one. "I have some mixed

personal feelings because it it

pan of the nostalgic youth that

we by to give them (children) in

this town. Tlii* is one of Ihusc

growing up in Duibury tilings,

but kids are uruuperviscd and

pulling themselves in harm's

way." she said.

Sullivan said she has been

discussing the issue with Town

Manager Richard MacDoruld

and DcLuea and while she said

the simplest solution would be

to post that jumping is not

allowed, that has not been Ihc

decision yd.

"The selectmen arc strug

gling with whai is our rctpwui-

When Ihe tide Is high on hoi days, Uis Blualish River Bridge
allracls herds ol kids Irom Duibury and surrounding (owns lo
lump into the Blvellsh River, lalely. the tilery ol this tradition
Is telng questioned.

hilily? What is the kids' respon

sibility or Hk parents'?"

Sullivan said. "We dti have the

ability lo make it illegal and a

li* of people think that's the

answer."

WIkii the weather is hut and

lie tale is high. Sullivan said

there are approximately 20 to 30

kids wailing by Ihc bridge and

running back and forth to each

side of Washington Street "I

don't remember it being that

congested yean ago." she said.
"Now it seems like there's a

herd of kids down tlicre."

Sullivan said she is consider

ing options to keep kids safe and

since di>ctis*io<u arc ongoing,

she said she welcome* any rea-

stmahle suggestions. Options

like Mucking olT the road or

installing speed bumps arc not

feasible. Sullivan uid. since

Washington Street is a public

road.

"If we as a town can protect

birds on the beach we can get an

officer there lo protect kids,"

Sullivan said. "It was like they

were at a swimming hole and

they forgot it was a street."

Increased police coverage dur

ing high tides is one of Ihe solu

tions Sullivan is looking inlo.

Kids have been jumping o(T

the bridge for all It yean that

MacOonatd has been in

Duibury and his concern is

public safety. "We have'an obli
gation lo keep kids safe," he

said. "We have lo lake a good

hard lout it this and make a

decision."

Fire Chief Kevin NonJ also

understands Ihc dangers asso

ciated with the Olucfislt River

Dridge. He said he would like

to work wilh the police depart

ment and lake Ihe issue In llic

Highway Safety Advisory

Cummillcc in order lo pnivule
huih education and enforce

ment.

"I'd hate to sec someone

gel hurt." Nurd said. "Dul

aside from restricting travel to

one car at a time or building a

sidewalk. Ihe town doesn't

want to dn that."

Nerd spoke of a similar

bridge in Cohassct. Ihe Bonier

Street Dridgc. which has expe

rienced similar problems with

public safely. According to

Cohasset police, problems at

the bridge have been going on

for sometime and now it is

enforced by patrols. When

police see children jumping off

Ihe bridge, they clear them off.

Betsey Hunter of Herring

Weir Road said she and her

kids have jumped uff Ihe

Bluefish River Dridgc and she

thinks it is a fun thing lo do, as

long as it's done responsibly.

"It's what people think is a rile

of passage but I'm tired of peo

ple thinking it's my right." she

said.

The police turned a blind

eye for as long as they could

and now they're taking con

trol." Hunter said.

One resident who is very

concerned with kids jumping

off the bridge U Diana Ikcda of

Crooked Lane.In her Idler tu

Ihe editor in the July 26 edition

of the Clipper, she wrote that

while she understands Ihc

"sacred tradition." she has

"always lluiughl jumping olf

iht bridge was an extremely

danger!*!* activity ami wan

dered if it is illegal."

She shared a personal story

about her cousin who became

a quadriplegic at age 16 after

jumping off < bridge into shal

low water, "...he confessed to

me that there wasn't a day in

his life thai Ik didn't regret Ihal

dive." Ikeda wrote.

Ikeda suggested the town

allocate funds to build an out

door pool so kids can enjoy

swimming in a supervised

environment. "But unequivo

cally 1 argue Ihal Ihe safely of

our children is and should be

the priority." she wrote.


